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Who killed the Krill? 
Suspect Profile: 
Belinda Blue Whale
[image: image1.png]Did you know you’re the largest animal on Earth? And as a blue whale you eat krill and almost nothing else. Every day during the feeding season in spring and early summer, your adults eat 3,600 kilos of krill each – enough to feed a human for four years! 

Your ancestors had even worse problems to deal with. In the first half of the 20th century, whales were nearly wiped out by human hunters. Then, the krill population exploded as there were less of you feeding on them. With an increased food supply, krill-eating penguins and seals did very well at your expense. 

Today, thanks to an international ban on commercial whaling, hunting by people is no longer your main worry. But Antarctic krill are under pressure.

Go to the next page to read more about the victim.

Victim Profile: Krill
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Krill is a Norwegian word for 'whale food' to describe the pink, see-through animals that live in the waters surrounding the Antarctic Peninsula. Antarctic krill live for up to 6 years and grow to about 6cm long. They gather in dense swarms up to hundreds of metres across. Each swarm contains millions of krill, turning areas of the ocean's surface pink. 

In winter, krill live beneath the sea-ice where they can grow in safety. Here, they feed on algae and tiny plants called phytoplankton found under the surface of the sea-ice. In summer, krill spend their days in the dark depths of the ocean safe from their predators. At night time, they swim to the surface to feed.

For a more detailed profile on krill, visit

https://www.bas.ac.uk/about/antarctica/wildlife/krill/
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2005/oct/19/frontpagenews.climatechange
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A View to a Krill: Suspect Profile
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