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Measuring the ice
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Why might your heart be pumping faster and your breathing become shorter if you were standing on the highest point of East Antarctica’s ice sheet?

1) Why would your heartbeat return to normal if you flew from there to the Ross Ice Shelf? 

2) Can you spot three differences between the ice sheets over West Antarctica and East Antarctica? Think about their size, the heights of the ice sheets and the land below them. 

3) If Antarctica’s area is about 14,000,000 square kilometres and the average ice sheet thickness is 2,450 metres, can you calculate the approximate volume of the ice in Antarctica?

4) What do you think would happen to the land buried under the ice if the ice sheets melted? Why?
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Measuring the ice
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