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A treasure trove of resources
Everyday, we consume more natural resources – the things from the land and sea that we need to live. One day we may look to Antarctica for more supplies. Beneath the ice Antarctica may be hiding a treasure trove of minerals, including vast oil fields beneath the Ross and Weddell Seas. 

Antarctica has other resources that we already know about, some of which are used by people today. Can you identify the ones on the next page?
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In your view, which is most valuable to people both today and in the future? Read this information to find out a bit more about each resource then rank them from what you think are the most valuable (1st) to the least valuable (5th). And be ready to explain your order! 


Coal/Oil: Known deposits of coal and suspected oil fields in Antarctica could help the world’s growing demand for energy.

Fish: Fish from Antarctica’s waters could help to ease the pressure on fish stocks elsewhere in the world.

Ice: Some people think that icebergs from Antarctica could be transported to provide water for dry regions.

Meteorites: Meteorites could give us clues about the early history of our solar system and life on other planets.

Organisms: Microscopic animals and plants in Antarctica could uncover new life-saving treatments for types of cancer.

Think deeper

Can you sort these resources into 

· renewable (ones which are replaced as we use them)

· non-renewable (ones we can only use once)

· non-extractive (ones we use but don’t necessarily remove)? 

Where would Antarctica’s resource of tourism attractions fit in?
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