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THE SOUTH POLAR TIMES

0 creature which in Southern waters roam,

To know soms more about you T would wish.
Though' I have seen you in your limpid home,
I don't think I can rightly call you "fish".
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To taste your body I did not decline,

From dainty skinner's fingers coming fresh,
Ttwas like shoe leather steeped in turpentine,
But I should hardly like to call it "Flesh".

fan

Vhen asked for information of your race,

The greatest scientist is seen to scowl,

Though dread of lost repute o'erspreads his face,
He has not got the neck to call you "fowl".

Then creature of amphibious tastes I crave,
Forgiveness if to you I may seem erring,

But hear me ere you dive beneath the wave, 7
I'm blowed if I will call you "good red herring ". -M{Q“

faw

FITZ-CLARENCE.
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and lined it with bones and pebbles, and
in it laid two white eggs, which were in
every case almost ready to hatch. The
birds looked like vicious little harpies
S 88 they crouched over their eggs and swore
=3 f Fgis ’ loudly, their yellow crests hanging over
scncsactipe . - their eyes like long hair.

i LR g 2 Very different were the King's arrange-
-ments. Handsome though he undoubtedly is, he had chosen the
wettest and filthiest part of the shore for nesting in, and
tucking his single egg under a lappet of
skin and feathers from the abdomen, he
held it there out of the wet, incubating
it upon his feet. And so snugly was the
egg held and concealed that though the
bird was lifted bodily off the ground it
was not dropped. The filth ,and the stench,
and the noise baffle description, though
these are features of every Penguin rookery
that we have seen, no matter what the species.
Teh eggs we took from these birds were not
incubated at all, and proved excellent
eating. -

And after this we saw no more till
we came to the true South Polar Penguins,
the Fmperor, and the Black-throated Adelie
Penguin. _ <

. Pirst met with in the pack ice on
January 5th the Adelies came running up in
twos and threes to greet us, and a more
delightfully comical sight can scarcely be imagined.

Their interest was intense, and their haste to reach the
ship was checked only by their child-like care in jumping

over the little water leads between the floes; and at
last, when only a hundred yards or so intervened
between them and ourselves, they would
stand and stare in open-eyed astonishment,
craning their necks to see all they coula
at a safe distance. Sometimes one of them
would advance a little further with an
ingquiring squawk, and then overcome by
its temerity it would retreat again to
turn and stare and stand on tiptoe and
flap its flippers and laugh at its own
absurdity. One could hardly tire of watching

KING PENQUIN ON ITS EGG .

KING PERGUINS .
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THE WYPERIDE OR AMPHIPOSE  ARE FRerzina INTHE Mace

The Hyperids g0 very strong
And scarcely seem to mind

The rate of knots we have to 20
Whether by steam or wind.

The Jelly-fish get smashed to bits
With many another beast;

Of Pteropods and Cuttle-fish

One saves a wreck at least.

At times the pace is not so great,
Then better is the show

Of wondrous forms that Southern Seas
Yield to the nets below.

The Peridinians rare and quaint | \
Are captured every day; L —
But whether plants or animals

Is argued by the way. OF PTEROPODS

ONE SAVES A WREEK AT LeAsT N

\

The Diatoms are very rich

As one gets farther South;

We know that these are vegetal,
They have not any mouth.

If all goes well with this stout ship,
While frozen in these Seas;
Collections rich , biological,
Our friends at home will please.

COLLECTIONS  BIOLOGICAL

OVR FRISNDS AT HOME WILL PLEAS
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EVENTS OF THE MONTH.
larch 21,The "Discovery"was launched
by Lady larkham.1901.
Dinner followed by discussion on title
of this paper. 1902.
Merch 28. Good Friday. Two white
crocuses flowered in the ward room.
March 30. Easter Sunday. The last gkua 1:,:{"0 us.
March 31. Depdt sladge party left with 4000 1lbs and 16

dogs.

HMeowred orst.
A

April €.

N _ ‘
Fanr Apr*l 11. His Majesty
R the King became

Patron of the

April 13. Windmill 1
collapsed

of York becameYPatron of the Expedition. |
i |
a5l
| e s
o ~=
April 18. Meteorological observat ion._ 1
bagun on the floe. m |

April 15. Term Day.
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BEAKED WHALES IN SEAL-BAY.

i = |
WHALES

So many excellent books and papers on whales are within
reach of everyone in the library of this ship that it is
unnecessary here to say more then actually concerns our own
business with them in these latitudes.

To some it may some a little paradoxical to say that the
first whales we saw after leaving England, were Porpoises.
But Porpoises are Whales, and so are Dolphins. We saw both on
August the tenth. The Common Dolphin,(Delphinus delphis), is
recognized by its pointed beak and the patchy or streaky
mixture of black on the back with yellowish or greenish grey
on the sides;and the Common Porpoise, (Phocaena communis),
by its blunt head, black back and white belly.

Both are very active, and both have dorsal
Tins; but the Dolphin leaps quite
clear of the water so that its
form can be seen from nose to

tail at once, whereas the Porpoise
was invariably in at one end before
he was quite clear of the water at the
other. The Dolphin is longer by a foot €armon’ BoLBWIN. *
or two than the Porpoise, which grows to five or six feet.
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At noon we fired a Royal Salute. Was there ever such a
curious salute fired before ? Certainly not in these regions.
A rocket signal (2 reports) opened the ball, followed by the
firing of 5 pistol signals, which show a coloured light om
exploding. Twelve rockests were then sent on thelr erratic
courses ; some going up beautlfully and drawing forth a deap-
irawn Ah-h-h-h 11 from the wonder-struck spectators, others

THE Tosoaaan RAcE.

preferred to bombard the Ship,
and the Union Jack had a very
narrow shave. Another rocket
signal terminated the salute,
and three hearty cheers were
glven for His Majesty, our
gracious Patron.

After a cold collation of tinned
meats and frults, we commenced
our "gports" wlth the Toboggan
race. Two Competitors were on
each Toboggan. Duncan (Carpenter
Mate) and Walker were hot favor-
ites. The canny "Scot" had util-
ized ski runners, surmounted by
a frameworlk slniiu' to a sledge.
This was, by far, the fastest
toboggan on the ground. All the
others were made of cask staves,
having battens secured across
them. Quartley and Hubert had
one made im two sections, the
front part being movable, so
that they could sbeerit. Croucher
and Heald had mounted an empty
case on cask staves.

The toboggans started some way up Ski Slope, two at a time
Beven competed. Some bare gravel and rock had to be steered
clear of, and here it was that pride had a fall, The heats were
most exeiting and arusing. Duncan and Walker were stirapped om
to their greyhound,, so that , when they capsized, through not
being able to steer propefly, they could not recover their lost
ground in time. Quartley and Hubert romped in easy winners of
the First Prize; Whitfield and Wild coming in a good second by

aid of much shoving.
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