[image: image1.png]DISCOVERING
ANTARCTICA

AD D

Foreign &
Commonwealth
Office

Royal
Geographical
Society

with IBG

Advancing geography
and geographical learning





The 1961 Antarctica Treaty System
Applications
	Application
	Allowed or rejected?
	Your reasons

	Scientists have collected a rock containing platinum group elements. They want to take samples away to conduct experiments.
	
	

	Scientists from different nations want to share your data and information about climate change.
	
	

	Your scientists want to catch up to 600 Minke whales a year in Antarctic waters for scientific research.
	
	

	A big clothing company wants to start a fashion craze for seal fur coats, and have submitted a proposal to catch a hundred fur seals a year.
	
	

	Scientists want to build an airstrip at one of your research stations in order to bring in supplies and people by plane.
	
	

	In recent years, your nuclear energy programme has grown as a way of reducing carbon emissions from other energy sources. There is a proposal to dispose of your nuclear waste in remote parts of the Antarctic ice sheet.  
	
	

	Tuvalu, a small country in the South Pacific, wants to sign up to the Antarctic Treaty. Scientists from Tuvalu want to take part in Antarctic research into climate change. As Tuvalu’s islands lie only four metres above sea level, life for the 10,500 people that live there is threatened by rising sea levels caused by climate change.  
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